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Judaism and Americanism not identical. If they are identical, why would
you need Judaism? That's the mistake of past generation. Many young people
say if Americanism equals Judaism why have Judaism? After all George
Washington wasn't a Jew. Abraham Lincoln not.Jew. America has many
similarities to Judaism. America has Torah, it's called Constitution.
America has prophets, Tom Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, etc. America stresses
deed over creed. We nation of Law. We have ‘Sanhedrin, Supreme Court., Of
course, you can be an American and still be a Jew. But the two things are
not the same. Judaism has something much more it can offer the world.
America has a system of beliefs which are just as unproveable as most of
Judaisms, even more sc. The belief in equality of human beings. Also
Jewish concepts. America says Life, Liberty and Pursuit of Happiness.
Judaism can go along with Life, Liberty. Pursuit of Happiness is wrong.
You can't pursue happiness. You'll only get sick. Happiness is a by-product
of achievement. We pray for a Chayeem Toveem, a good life, not a happy
life. A happy life product of a good life. Today people afraid they're
going to miss something. They're running, running, running and they're
unhappy. Look at all suicides, murders, etc. People have wrong idea. 1In
Judaism we say Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Mitzvahs. We have to be
holy. The Mitzvahs purify us, give us a purpose in life. We have to have
purpose in life. When we do we're happy. The reason people unhappy they
feel they aren't needed. They won't assume responsibility., As Jews we're
the recipient of two Kedushas, two holinesses, and as individuals and one
as member of Jewish people. G-d made three Covenants with the Jewish people,
one at Sinai, one on Plains of Moab, and one in Parshas Nitzaveem. The
first two with Jews as people, the second as individuals. We have a
responsibility tec ourselves and community. What does holiness mean in

Hebrew? The word holy composed of four letters, K, D, V, SH, K stands for

Kehillah, community. If you want to be holy you must be part of a community.




image2.png
KOL ﬁIbRE YOM KIPPUR 1979
. Page Two

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

D stands for Def. You must have a memory, you must have a past if you want

a future. Problem with today everything new, good, everything old bad. Only
present counts. Wrong. V stands for generations. That's why Yom Kippur

is day of living and dead. We have to feel part of something greater than
ourselves. Every Jewish movement which has been successful has the doing

of Mitzvahs. The Kibutzeem threw off many things but they believed they

were saving Jewish people. Don't exist just to fulfill our desires.
Constitution of Jewish history saving Jewish people. SH stands for Time.

We must know how to use time, not be bored. Life, liberty and pursuit of
holiness Jewish goals. When assume responsibility holy. That's why marriage
holy. 1It's not love which transforms but the mutual assumption of
responsibility for each other. A Bar Mitzvah a joyous event because assumption
of responsibilities. What wrong with people today? Can't assume responsibility
Story about man who went below, told he could stay in any room but when

close room had to stay there. First room people standing on heads on

cement. Says not for him. Second room people standing on heads on tacks.
Not for him. Third room people standing in sewage ankle deep drinking
coffee. That's for him. Handed cup of coffee. After ten minutes heard
voice call.out, coffee break over, everyone up on their heads. Trouble

with people running, running, running. Won't get happiness that way. But

by being holy, assuming responsibility for ourselves and Jewish people as

well.




